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DETAILED ACTION 



This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 07/26/05. 

Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-12, 14, and 17-19 are pending in this application. This is made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-12, 14, and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yamamoto et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,553,431 Bl). 

As to claims 1, 10, and 14, Yamamoto teaches a user interface comprising a simultaneous 
display of a plurality of first selectable icons each representing a different duplicator (figs. 9A-B 
show selectable icons representing printers LP3-1, LP3-2, or LP5-1 which can be selected to 
connect with the scanner, e.g., col. 10 lines 37-63) and a single second selectable icon (OK icon 
48 can be selected to generate/activate the connections among the scanner and printers, e.g., figs. 
9A-B, and col. 10 lines 37-63) that when selected actuates the duplicators represented by a 
selection more than one of the first selectable icons (figs. 9A-B discloses that there are more than 
one printers can be chosen to make the connections with the scanner at the same time). 

As to claim 2, Yamamoto teaches the user interface as defined in Claim 1, wherein: 
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the simultaneous display of the selectable icons is a menu screen (e.g., window 45 of fig. 
9A-B); and 

each selectable icon is a menu item (each printer or device is a selectable icon, e.g., col. 
10 lines 40-49). 

As to claim 4, Yamamoto teaches the user interface as defined in Claim 1, wherein the 
actuation of the plural duplicators occurs in a chronological sequence selected by the user on the 
UI (the priority order can be defined by the user when modifying the profile of each device, e.g., 
col. 19 lines 6-9). 

As to claim 5, Yamamoto teaches the user interface as defined in claim 1, wherein the 
actuation of plural duplicators selected by a user on the UI occurs simultaneously (e.g., figs. 9A- 
B discloses that there are more than one printers can be chosen to make the connections with the 
scanner at the same time). 

As to claim 6, Yamamoto teaches the user interface as defined in Claim 1, wherein the 
actuation of the plural duplicators selected by a user on the UI occurs chronologically, 
simultaneously, or both (Each virtual input/output device information is sequentially displayed 
on the liquid crystal panel, e.g., col. 12 lines 5-16, and the priority order, col. 19 lines 6-9). 

As to claims 8-9, and 11-12, Yamamoto teaches the user interface as defined in Claim 1, 
wherein each said duplicator has the capability of performing one or more functions selected 
from the group consisting of printing, magnetic tape recording (figs. 9A-B show selectable icons 
representing printers LP3-1 (LP is a laser printer), LP3-2, or LP5-1 which can be selected to 
receive the print jobs from the scanner, or the image data can be sent to a disk FILE-A5 as shown 
in fig. 9A-B, e.g., col. 10 lines 37-63), photo imaging substrate recording, recording an optically 



Application/Control Number: 09/944,686 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2179 

scanned image onto a magnetic media storage device, magneto optical writing, and 
electromagnetic radiation broadcasting transmission. 

As to claims 17-18, they are method claims of system claims 8-9. Note the rejection of 
claims 8-9 above respectively. 

As to claim 19, this is a computer program product claim of method claim 14. Note the 
rejection of claim 14 above. 



Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 07/26/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant has argued and Examiner disagrees with the following reasons: 
a. The "OK" icon ofYamamoto does not actuate either the scanner or printers, 
Yamamoto teaches when the "OK" button 48 is clicked/selected by using the 
pointing device means the laser beam printers 2 and 3 are respectively selected as 
the output devices for receiving the scanned imaging data from the image scanner 
1, and the selection is also actuated (activated) the both printers to be able to 
receive scanned imaging data transmitting from the scanner 1 (e.g., col. 10 line 
59-col. 1 1 line 25) because of only selecting the virtual input/output device 
(scanner/printers) as previously described (selecting the devices and click "OK" 
button), the system will be systemized and synchronized the series of functions, 
ids, etc. (col. 1 1 lines 6-25) in both input/output devices in order for each device 
to recognize by transferring the profile data to each of the devices to actuate the 
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functions of the input/output device (col. 10 lines 55-64, col. 1 1 lines 6-16, and 
fig. 14); in this case, the printing output processing is executed (see step S58, col. 
13 lines 30-36, and fig. 14). It means when the user selects the "OK" button, the 
plurality of functions/steps are automatically established to actuate the 
input/output devices in order to transfer, receive, and print the data. 

b. Yamamoto does not teach that the actuation of plural duplicators occurs in the 
chronological/sequential selected by the user. 

Yamamoto teaches the priority order used to define the values of each device 
including the output devices such as the printers when receiving data from the 
scanner 1 to be printed (e.g., col. 19 lines 1-55). 

c. Yamamoto does not teach that the actuation of the plural duplicators selected by 
the user occurs simultaneously. 

Figs. 9A-B disclose that there are more than one printers can be chosen, and both 
of the printers 1 and 2 possibly receive the imaging data from the scanner 1 at the 
same time (e.g., col. 11 lines 12-25, col. 12 lines 54-58, and figs. 9A-B). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T. Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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